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(community) to designate their new land system, or rather to mark its
identity with the one that had prevailed so overwhelmingly and disastrously
in the days of the Czar.

This is not, of course, the same land policy which they have been pursuing
in other parts of occupied Russian territory. In many places they are
retaining the collectives and the state farms not as Russian enterprises but
as the possession of the German state or of individual German landlords.

In Pohoreloye the Germans did not stay long enough to carry out their
new land order. But the information they imparted to the native peasantry
as to its nature offers fresh testimony of their aim to push Russia back
into the primitivism out of which, at an inordinate cost of substance and
blood, she had striven to emerge. It cannot be too often repeated that
" back to primitivism " with its waste and weaknesses is one of the cardinal
principles of the German <e new order " in Russia.

From the evidence I have gathered in the village of the Pohoreloye
district it is obvious that depopulation is another. Despite war, despite
wrath over continuous guerrilla warfare, the Germans could have done
something if only to derive increasing benefit for themselves from the
Russian lands, to enable the civilian population to feed itself. But their
racial haughtiness, their hate of Russians, their nightmarish dread of Russian
as of all Slav fecundity, override all considerations and dominate all their
actions. The more Russians that die from starvation and disease, they
reason, the fewer Russians there will be in Europe to dispute the supremacy
of the Germans. The more the Russians are flung back into the era of pri-
mitivism, with hardly any schools, books, and organisations, or none at
all, above all, with hardly any weapons of the machine age to fortify them
socially, mentally, and physically for the preservation of their group
existence, the more helpless they will be in their resistance to German rule
and the more readily they will submit to the will and the mastery of the
" superior race/'

Primitivism, obliteration of national culture, and depopulation are the
pillars of Germany's new order in Russia, as Winterton and I learned of it
during our visit to Pohoreloye.

" Have you heard of the village Zolotilovo ? " asked a Soviet official in
Pohoreloye.

" No," I said.

<c Well," he said, " it's an extraordinary village. There's hardly a home
left there. People live in dugouts, and we wanted to move them for the
winter Into villages where they could live in houses. But they refused to go.
They'd rather live in dugouts in their own village, they said, than in the best
of houses elsewhere. There's an example for you of the tenacity jof the
Russian man and his love for his native piece of land."

So we went to Zolotilovo.

The roads were so muddy that we dismissed the team of horses with the
straw-filled cart which the Soviet had offered us and chose instead to make
the journey across lots and on foot. The weather could not have been
more auspicious. The rains which for two weeks had daily been drenching
the countryside suddenly stopped. The skies cleared, the sun was out
ijull and warm, and the air was permeated with the smells of drying leaves,
\pithered grass, and lingering autumn flowers. Leaving the streets of the